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IITTRODUCTION 

This  report  presents  1970  U.  S.  Census  data  on  the  Spanish  speaking 
population  of  Boston  and  compares  the  characteristics  of  the  Spanish 
speaking  in  the  City  to  those  of  the  population  at  large,  as  also  de- 
termined by  the  1970  Census.     Data  in  the  report  were  extracted  from 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  publication  entitled,  General  Social  and 
Economic  Characteristics;  Massachusetts. 

All  tabulations  in  this  report  are  100%  counts;  that  is,  they 
represent  the  total  number  of  individuals  having  various  character- 
istics.    These  tabulations  are,  however,  statistical  projections  from 
a  1S%  sample  of  the  population,  to  which  a  detailed  questionnaire  was 
mailed  as  part  of  the  Census.    One  item  to  be  indicated  on  this  ques- 
tionnaire was  the  "mother  tongue"  of  each  member  of  the  household. 
From  the  responses  to  this  item,  the  Census  Bureau  classified  house- 
holds, families,  and  individuals  as  "Spanish  language"  according  to 
the  following  criteria: 

1.  Households  were  classified  as  Spanish  language  if  the 

mother  tongue  of  the  head  was  Spanish; 

2.  Families  were  classified  as  Spanish  lan^age  if  the 

mother  tongue  of  the  head  or  his  wife  was  Spanish; 

3.  Individuals  were  classified  as  Spaaiish  language  if 

their  own  mother  tongue  was  Spanish  or  if  they 
^e^e  members  of  a  family  classified  as  Spanish 
language. 
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The  report  which  follows  is  organized  in  five  major  sections:  Age, 
Sex,  and  Household  Composition;  Employment;  Income;  Education;  Housing 
and  Residence.    Each  section  includes  tables  of  data  on  the  particular 
topic  and  an  analysis  of  this  data.     The  body  of  the  report  is  followed 
by  an  appendix  in  which  the  Census  findings  on  the  Spanish  speaking  are 
compared  with  those  of  an  independent  survey  of  the  Spanish  speaking 
in  Boston,  conducted  by  Action  for  Boston  Community  Development  (ABCD) 
in  1970. 
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AGE,  SEX  AM)  HOUSEHOLD  COMPOSITION 


According  to  the  1970  Census,  there  are  17,981+  Spanish  speaking  In- 
dividuals living  in  Boston.     Of  these  individuals,  8,898  (or  1+9.5%)  are 
male  and  9,086  (or  50.5%)  are  female. 

The  population  is  a  relatively  young  one,  with  median  age  being  21.3 
years,  while  the  median  age  for  all  residents  of  Boston  is  28.1  years. 
38.0%  of  the  population  (6,829  individuals)  is  less  than  fifteen  years 
old,  while  an  additional  38.1+%  (6,919  individuals)  is  between  fifteen 
and  thirty-four  years  old.    Only  23.7%  of  the  Spanish  speaking  are  over 
thirty- four  years  of  age. 


TA3LE  1 :    AGE  OF  INDIVIDUALS  BY  SEX 


Age 

Males 

Females 

Total  Both  Sexes 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Less  than  5 

1,370 

15.1+ 

1,361 

15.0 

2,731 

15.2 

5-9 

1,173 

13.2 

1,030 

11.3 

2,203 

12.2 

10-11+ 

1,039 

11.7 

856 

9.1+ 

1,895 

10.6 

15-19 

,  858 

9.6 

758 

8.3 

1,616 

9.0 

20-21+ 

908 

10.2 

1,165 

12.8 

2,073 

11.5 

25-29 

911 

10.2 

877 

9.7 

1,788 

9.9 

30-31+ 

628 

7.0 

811+ 

9.0 

1,1+1+2 

8.0 

35-39 

585 

6.6 

i;36 

1+.8 

1,021 

5.7 

1+0-1+1+ 

U25 

1+.8 

U68 

5.2 

893 

5.0 

1+5-1+9 

21+8 

2.8 

376 

l+.l 

621+ 

3.5 

50-51+ 

220 

2.5 

21+2 

2.7 

1+62 

2.6 

55-59 

178 

2.0 

216 

2.1+ 

391+ 

2.2 

60-61+ 

59 

0.7 

125 

i.U 

181+ 

1.0 

65+ 

296 

3.3 

362 

I+.O 

658 

3.7 

Total:    All  Ages 

8,898 

100.0 

9,086 

100.1 

17,98U 

100.1 

« 


Almost  all  (97.7%)  of  the  Spamsh  speaking  residents  of  Boston 
are  members  of  households.    Only  2.3%  of  the  population  (as  compared 
to  6.2%  of  the  City's  overall  popiilation)  lives  in  group  quarters, 
such  as  dormitories,  rooming  houses,  institutions,  and  military  bar- 
racks . 


TABLE  2:    POFOLATIOIT  BY  TYPE  OF  RESIDEITCE 


Number  of 
Individuals 


%  Of  All 


Type  of  Residence 


Individuals 


Household 
Group  Quarters 


17,561+ 
J420 


97.7 
2.3 


Total 


17,9814 


100.0 
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A  relatively  large  share  of  Spanish  speaking  households  in  Boston 
(55.6%  as  compared  to  1+6.9%  of  all  households  in  the  City)  are  headed 
by  a  male  who  lives  with  his  wife.     Correspondingly,  households  headed 
"by  a  womaji  with  no  hushand  present  are  less  common  among  the  Spanish 
speaking,  accounting  for  29. k%  of  all  cases,  than  they  are  among  the 
general  population,  where  their  share  is  35.8%.    Households  headed  by 
a  male  with  no  wife  present  are  equally  distributed  among  the  Spanish 
speaking  population  (l6.9%  of  households)  ajid  the  general  population 
(17.2%  of  households). 


TABLE  3:     TYPE  OF  HOUSEHOLDS 


Type  of  Household 


Number  Of 
Households 


Male  head,  wife  present 
Female  head 

Male  head,  no  wife  present 


2,668 
1,1+08 
720 


55.6 
29.1+ 
15.0 


Total 


l+,796  99.9 


Most  Spajiish  speaking  households  consist  of  family  groupings  ajid 
very  few  members  of  households  {3'h%  as  compared  to  in  the  gen- 

eral population)  are  unrelated  to  the  household  head.     Of  those  indi- 
viduals living  in  Spanish  speaking  households,  27.3%  are  heads  (either 
male  or  female)  of  the  households,  1^.2%  are  wives  of  male  heads,  and 
are  other  relatives  of  the  head,  including  his  or  her  children. 
Due  to  the  more  common  occurrence  of  families  with  children  in  the 
Spanish  speaking  population  thaji  in  the  overall  population  (where  majny 
households  consist,  for  example,  of  single  elderly  persons)  Spanish 
speaking  households  on  the  average  are  larger,  with  a  mean  size  of  3.7 
persons,  than  households  in  the  population  at  laxge,  where  their  mean 
size  is  2.9  persons. 


TABLE  hi    EELATIONSHIPS  AMONG  HOUSEHOLD  MEMBERS 


Status  of  Member  IT-umber  % 

Head  14,796  27.3 

Wife  of  Head  2,668  1^.2 

Other  relative    of  head  9,501 

Not  related  to  head  599  3'h 


Total 


17,56U  99.8 


EMPLOYMENT 


According  to  the  Census,  somewhat  over  half  of  the  adiilt  Spanish 
speaking  population,  as  of  the  adult  population  at  large,  is  in  the 
civilian  labor  force.    Of  Spajaish  speaking  persons  aged  l6  and  over, 
$1.1%  (as  compared  to  58.3%  in  the  total  population)  are  either  em- 
ployed or  actively  seeking  employment.    Among  the  Spanish  speaking,  as 
among  others  in  the  City,  labor  force  participation  is  considerably 
higher  for  males  than  for  females.    Among  males  l6  years  and  over,  72.6% 
of  those  who  are  Spanish  speaking  (as  compared  to  72.0%  of  all  males  in 
this  age  group)  are  in  the  labor  force.    Among  females,  the  rate  of  labor 
force  participation  is  U2.8%  for  the  Spanish  speaking,  compared  to  l47«8% 
for  the  general  population. 


TABLE  5:     CIVILIAJT  LABOR  FORCE  STATUS  OF  INDIVIDUALS  AGED  l6  YEARS  OR 

OLDER,  BY  SEX 


Labor  Force 
Status 

Number  Of 
Males  % 

Number  Of 
Females  % 

Number  Of 

Either  Sex  % 

In  civilian 
Labor  Force 

3,75U 

72.6 

2,i|5l 

i+2.8 

6,205 

57.1 

Not  in  civilian 
Labor  Force 

I,i4l5 

27.1+ 

3,276 

57.2 

U,66U 

i+2.9 

Total 

5,169 

100.0 

5,727 

100.0 

10,869 

100.0 
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While  the  share  of  Spanish  speaking  who  are  in  the  labor  force  is 
approximately  the  same  as  the  share  of  all  persons  in  the  City  who  are 
in  the  lahor  force,  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  Spanish  speaking 
who  are  interested  in  employment  are  without  jobs  than  of  the  overall 
population.     The  imemployment  rate  in  1970  for  Spanish  speaking  in  Bos- 
ton, at  8.9%,  was  double  that  of  the  entire  population,  at  1|.3%- 

As  in  the  general  population,  in  the  Spanish  speaking  population  un- 
employment is  somewhat  less  severe  for  women  than  for  men.     8.8%  of 
Spanish  speaking  women,  and  9.h%  of  Spanish  speaking  men,  were  unemployed 
in  1970. 


TABLE  6:    UMPLOIHEET  AMONG  MEMBERS  OF  CIVILIAIT  LABOR  FORCE  AGED  I6  YEARS 

OR  OLDER,  BY  SEX 


Labor  Force 
Status 

Number  of 

Males  % 

Number  of 
Females  % 

Number  of 
Either  Sex  % 

Employed 

3,1+03 

90.6 

2,2kl 

91.7 

5,650 

91.1 

Unemployed 

9.1+ 

20k 

8.3 

555 

8.9 

Total 

3,751+ 

100.0 

2,1+51 

100.0 

6,205 

100.0 
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The  kinds  of  jobs  performed  by  about  three-fifths  (59.8%)  of 
Spanish  speaking  who  are  employed  are  blue-collar  in  nature,  and  of 
these  most  are  in  semd-skilled  or  -uiiskilled  categories.  Semi-skilled 
and  unskilled  blue-collar  jobs,  primarily  machine  operation  and  service 
work,  account  for  about  half  {k9'9%)  of  all  employment  of  the  Spanish 
speaking.    In  contrast,  of  all  employed  persons  living  in  Boston,  L\.O.lj% 
are  found  in  blue-collar  jobs,  with  31'1%  in  the  semi-skilled  and 
unskilled  categories. 

Within  the  white-collar  grouping  of  occupations,  Spanish  speaking 
persons  are  found  to  be  approximately  equally  distributed  between  pro- 
fessional, technical  and  managerial  jobs  on  the  one  hand  (which  account 
for  17.9%  of  all  positions  held  by  the  employed  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion) and  clerical  jobs  on  the  other  (which  account  for  19.5%  of  the 
positions).     Somewhat  greater  shares  of  the  general  population  are  found 
in  both  of  these  categories,  with  21.0%  employed  in  the  first  and 
2lj..9%  in  the  second. 
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TABLE  7:    OCCUPATION  OF  EMPLOYED  INDIVIDirALS ,  l6  YEARS  OR  OLDER 


Occupation 


Niomber  Of 
Individuals 


%  Of 
Individuals 


White  Collar; 

Professional  &  Managerial 

Professional,  Technical  &  Kindred 
Managers  &  Administrators 


(2,265) 

812 
205 


(Uo.o) 

lUo 
3.6 


other  White  Collar; 
Clerical  &  Kindred 
Sales 


1,103 
11+5 


19.5 
2.6 


Blue  Collar; 
Skilled 

Craftsmen  &  Foremen 

Semi-Skilled 
Operatives 
Service  Workers 
Private  Household  Workers 


Unskilled 

Laborers,  Except  Farm 


(3,380) 

558 


(59.8) 
9.9 


l,U58 
1,01+2 
51 


25.8 
18. U 
0.9 


271 


1+.8 


Agricultural;  (9)  (0.2) 

Farmers  &  Farm  Managers 

Farm  Laborers  &  Foremen  9  0.2 


Total 


5,650 


100.0 
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According  to  the  Census,  manufacturing  and  services  are  the  tv;o  sec- 
tors of  the  Boston  economy  which  employ  the  greatest  numbers  of  Spamsh 
speaking  residents.     38.0%  of  Spanish  speaking  persons  who  work  (as  com- 
pared to  33.6%  of  the  overall  work  force)  hold  jobs  in  service  industries, 
with  approximately  one- third  of  these  being  in  hospitals.    Majiuf acturing 
enterprises  are  the  second  most  common  source  of  employment  for  the 
Spanish  speaking,     employing  2^.1%  of  the  work  force  (in  contrast  to  17.5% 
of  the  overall  employed  population).     Compared  to  the  general  population, 
Spanish  speaking  workers  are  particularly  underrepresented  in  the  growing 
government  sector  of  the  economy,  which  employs  1.8%  of  their  niimbers 
and  7.3%  of  the  overall  Boston  work  force. 


TABLE  8:     lEDUSTRY  OF  EMPLOYED  IITOIVIDUALS,  I6  YEARS  OR  OLDER 


Number  Of 

%  Of 

Industry 

Individuals 

Individuals 

Agricultijxe 

9 

0.2 

Construction 

135 

2.U 

Manufacturing 

25.il 

Transportation,  Communications  &  Utilities 

258 

i+.6 

Finance,  Insurance,  &  Real  Estate 

637 

11.3 

Wholesale  Trade 

177 

3.1 

Retail  Trade 

727 

12.9 

Services 

2,11+2 

38.0 

Private  Households 

28 

0.5 

Government 

103 

1.8 

Total 

5,650 

100.2 
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INCOME 


According  to  the  Census,  the  economic  status  of  the  typical  Spanish 
spealcing  family  in  Boston  is  dramatically  below  that  of  the  average  fam- 
ily in  the  population  at  large  in  the  City.    While  the  average  Boston 
family  had  an  income  of  $10,272  in  I969,  the  average  Spajiish  speaking 
family  had  an  income  of  $7»092,  or  approximately  $3»000  less.     In  that 
year,  the  income  of  about  half  (51-5%)  of  the  Spanish  speaking  families 
in  the  City  was  less  than  $6,000,  while  only  27.9%  of  all  families  in  the 
City  were  in  this  bracket.    Conversely,  fewer  than  one  out  of  four  (22.9%) 
of  Spanish  speaking  families  in  the  City  had  incomes  of  $10,000  or  more, 
compared  to  of  families  in  the  population  at  large. 


TABLE  9:    FAMILY  INCOME 


Number    Of  %  Of 

Income  Families  Families 


Less  than  $  3,000  81+9  21.8 

$  3,000  -    5,999  1,158  29.7 

6,000  -   9,999  995  25-5 

10,000  -  111, 999  561  ih.h 

15,000  or  more  333  8.5 

Total  3,896  99.9 


Wages  and  salaries  are  the  most  common  source  of  income  for  Spanish 
speaking  families  as  for  all  families  in  the  City.     However,  the  share 
of  Spanish  speaking  families  which  obtain  financial  support  from  employ- 
ment (75.9%)  is  smaller  than  the  share  of  all  families  in  the  City  (86.1%) 
which  support  themselves  in  this  manner,  and  the  average  amount  of  income 
gained  hy  Spanish  speaking  families  who  have  wage  earners  ($7,968)  is 
considerably  less  than  the  average  amount  obtained  by  all  families  v/ith 
wag-e  earners  ($9,8l2).    Public  assistance  (welfare)  is,  conversely,  a 
more  common  soircce  of  income  for  Spanish  speaking  families  than  for  all 
families  in  the  City.    According  to  the  Census,  30.8%  of  Spanish  speaking 
families  in  Boston,  compared  to  13.8%  of  all  families,  received  some  income 
from  public  assistance  in  1969-     The  average  amount  of  income  received  hy 
Spanish  speaking  families  on  welfare  from  this  source  was  $2,2[|1. 


TABLE  10:     SOURCES  OF  INCOME  OP  PAMLIES 


Source 


Number  of 
Pami lies 


%  Of 
Pamilies 


Mean  Family 
Income  From 
Source 


Wages  or  Salaries 
Self-employment 
Social  Security 
Public  Assistance 
Other  Sources 


2,950 
111+ 
389 

1,201 

3hl 


1^.1 
2.9 
10.0 

30.8 

8.9 


%  7,968 

3,1|8U 
1,156 

2,21^1 

1,563 


Taking  into  account  both  income  and  family  size,  the  Census 
characterizes  a  large  proportion  of  Spanish  speaking-  families  as 
"poor."    Based  on  a  scale  which  classifies  as  poor  any  family  of 
fo\ir  persons  which  receives  less  than  $3,1^0  in  income  as  pocr  and 
allows  for  approximately  $550  more  dollars  in  income  fox'  each  ad- 
ditional family  member,  the  Census  found  30' 7%  of   Spanish  spealcing 
families  (as  compared  to  1^.6%  of  families  in  the  population  at 
large)  to  be  poor.     The  mean  income  of  these  poor  Spanish  speal-:ing 
families  is  $2,221,  while  their  average  size  is  k-^  persons.  About 
three-fifths  of    the     families  (59 -5%)  receive  public  assistance, 
while  two-fifths  (1+0.5%)  do  not. 

According  to  the  Census,  poverty  is  also  relatively  widespread 
among  Spanish  speaking  individuals  who  are  not  living  in  families 
with  relatives.    Of  the  l,6l6  unrelated  Spanish  speaking  individuals 
in  Boston,  33«9%  are  poor  (as  compared  to  l6.2%  of  all  unrelated 
individuals  in  the  City) .    The  mean  income  of  poor  Spanish  speaking 
individuals  is  $706,  or  only  36.8%  of  the  poverty  criterion  ($1,919 
for  a  single ~ person) . 
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EDUCATION 


According  to  the  Census,  a  relatively  large  proportion  of  Spanish 
speaking  children  in  the  age  categories  where  school  attendance  is  re- 
qiiired  are  not  enrolled  in  school.     Of  Spanish  speaicing  children  aged  7 
to  13  years,  the  Census  reports  6.6%  are  not  enrolled  and  of  those  Ih  and 

15  years  old,  9.5%  are  not  enrolled.     (in  the  general  population,  the 
comparable  figures  are  2.1%  and  2.8%.)    Enrollment  of  the  Spajiish 
speaking  in  school  drops  off  dramatically  as  children  reach  the  ages  of 

16  and  17,  at  which  point  they  would  normally  be  completing  high  school 
although  their  attendance  is  no  longer  legally  required.     33^5%  of  the 
Spanish  speaking  in  this  age  group  are  not  in  school,  compared  to  11.5% 
of  all  children  in  the  City  in  this  age  group. 


TABLE  11:     CHILDREN  IN  SCHOOL  AND  OUT  OF  SCHOOL,  BY  AGE 


Children  Children 
In  School  Out  of  School 


AGE 

Number 

Number 

3  -  h 

11+3 

114.3 

856 

85.7 

5  -  6 

620 

66.3 

315 

33.7 

7  -13 

2,611 

93.5 

181 

6.5 

11+  -15 

5I1I 

91.0 

53 

9.0 

16  -17 

378 

65.7 

197 

31+.  3 

18  -19 

331 

1|5.2 

[+01 

5U.8 

20  -21 

163 

20.0 

653 

80.0 

22  -21+ 

230 

19.3 

963 

80.7 

16 


At  all  levels  of  school,  from  nursery  school  throvigh  high  school, 
many  more  Spanish  speaking  children  attend  public  schools  than  attend 
private  schools.     (The  category  "private  schools"  includes  parochial 
schools.)  of  all  Spajaish  speaking  children  in  -cvj^z^-cj  school, 

90.3%  in  grades  kindergarten  through  12,  and  57.15^  in  high  school  at- 
tend public  schools.     In  the  population  at  large,  sub sta_iti ally  greater 
shares  of  children  at  each  of  the  grade  levels  attend  private  schools. 


TABLE  12:     CHILDREIT  ATTEIIDIITG  PU2LIC  AITD  ITOIIPUBLIC  3CH00LS  3T  IZ^.^L  SCHOOL 


LEVEl  OF  SCHOOL 

Nursery  School 

Grades  Kindergarten 
Through  12; 
i'Cindergarten 
Grades  1-8 
High  School 

College 


Public 

0 

ther 

ITumber 

ITuinber 

86 

86.9 

13 

13.1 

99 

IGj  .0 

(U,079) 

(90.3) 

(U36) 

(9.7) 

(U,5i5) 

(130.0) 

398 

98.8 

5 

1.2 

U03 

100.0 

2,971 

90.1 

326 

9.9 

3,297 

100.0 

710 

87.1 

105 

12.9 

815 

100.0 

N.A. 

IT.  A. 

11.  A. 

N.A. 

723 

100.0 
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Also  on  the  subject  of  education,  the  Census  found  that  the  adult 
Spanish  popozlation  in  Boston  has  had,  in  a  large  share  of  all  cases, 
relatively  little  formal  schooling.    Among  Spanish  speaking  persons 
25  years  and  older,  close  to  half  (i;3.9%)  have  completed  no  school  "be- 
yond the  eighth  grade,  while  the  comparable  proportion  among  all  segments 
of  Boston's  population  is  29.39^. 

The  Census  indicates,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Spanish  speaking  are 
not  underrepresented  in  terms  of  the  share  of  their  numbers  who  have  com- 
pleted college  (10.9%  as  compared  to  10.39^  in  the  overall  population). 
Relatively  few  of  their  numbers  who  are  not  college  graduates,  however, 
have  gone  as  far  as  the  hi^  school  level  in  education,  36.3%  as  compared 
to  5U'7%  in  the  population  at  large. 


TABLE  13:    YEARS  OF  SCHOOL  COMPLETED  BY  Iin)IVII)TrALS  AGED  25  OR  OLDER,  BY 

SEX  OF  IKDiyiDUAL 


Total 


Yeaxs 

Males 

Completed 

Number 

None 

157 

1  to  i; 

355 

10.0 

5  to  7 

625 

17.6 

8 

301 

8.5 

9  to  11 

565 

15.9 

12 

6i+9. 

18.3 

13  to  15 

377 

10.6 

16+ 

521 

11+.  7 

Total 

3,550 

100.0 

Females 

Both 

Sexes 

Number 

Number 

% 

21+1 
370 
880 

31+3 

6.2 
9.1+ 
22.5 
8.8 

398 
725 
1,505 
61+1+ 

5.1+ 
9.7 
20.2 
8.6 

613 
882 
295 
292 

15.7 
22.5 

7.5 

1,178 

1,531 

672 
813 

15.8 
20.5 
9.0 
10.9 

3,916 

100.1 

7,1+66 

100.1 
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HOUSIHG  ML  BESISENCE 


According  to  the  Censiis,  almost  every  Spanish  speaking  household  in 
Boston  rents  the  dwelling  imit  that  it  occupies.    Only  3»0%  of  Spajiish 
speaking  households  in  the  City  are  home  owners,  as  compared  to  27.2% 
of  hoiiseholds  in  the  popiilation  at  large. 


TABLE  li^:    TYPE  OF  TENTIRE  IK  HDITSCTQ 


Number  Of 

 Type  of  Tenure                                         Households  % 

Owner  occupied                                                     i+>330  97*0 

Rented                                                                  I3I+  3-0 

Total                                                   kth^k  100 '0 
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Finally,  the  Censiis  data  confirm  the  fact  that  most  Spanish 
speaking  persons  living  in  Boston  have  recently  moved  to  the  City. 
Approximately  half  (14.8.296)  of  the  City's  Spanish  speaking  population 
who  were  at  least  five  years  old  in  1970  moved  to  Suffolk  County  in 
the  five  years  prior  to  that  date.    Of  those  who  moved  to  the  area 
in  the  period  from  1965  to  1970,  only  one  out  of  four  previously 
resided  in  another  part  of  the  Cantinental  United  States,  v^le 
three  out  of  four  came  from  another  country  or  Puerto  Rico. 


TABLE  15:    BESIDMCE  IS  1965  FOR  IHDIVrDirALS  FTTE  YEARS  AKD  OLDER 


msSim:     Of  %  Of 

Individuals  Individuals 


Place  of  Residence 

Residing 

Residing 

Suffolk  County 

6,961+ 

i+5.7 

U.S.  Outside  Suffolk  Coimty: 

(1,966) 

(12.9) 

Northeast 

9*3 

Other  U.S. 

3.6 

Abroad 

5,377 

35.3 

N.A. 

9i^6 

6.2 

Total 

15,253 

100.1 
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COMPABISOIT  OF  CENSUS  AND  ABCD  HUii^KI  ON  THE  SPMISH  SPEMUJG 

In  the  stmulter  of  1970,  ABCD,  in  conjtmction  with  the  Institute 
of  HTHoan  Sciences  of  Boston  College,  conducted  an  extensive  survey  of 
Boston's  Spanish  speaking  comnrunity.    Topics  such  as  migration,  employ- 
ment, education,  housing,  health,  standard  of  living,  social  interaction, 
beliefs  and  attitudes  we3?e  investigated  in  considerable  detail.  Each 
interview  was  conducted  in  person,  in  the  respondents'  home,  by  a  native 
Spanish  speaking  interviewer.    In  all,  interviews  were  obtained  from  535 
households,  these  households  containing  a  total  of  2,21+9  members.  Many 
of  the  principal  results  of  the  survey,  as  well  as  a  detailed  discussion 
of  the  survey  procedures,  are  contained  in  the  ABCD  publication,  Boston's 
Spanish  Speaking  Community;    Findings  of  a  Field  Survey. 

Both  the  ABCD  survey  and  that  conducted  by  the  Census  Bureau  give 
a  variety  of  useful  information  on  Boston's  Spanish  speaking  population. 
On  some  items  investigated  by  both  the  Census  Bureau  and  ABCD,  however, 
the  findings  of  the  two  surveys  differ.    While  both  surveys  show  that 
the  Spanish  speaking  are  a  relatively  young  population,  that  there  are 
high  percentages  of  households  receiving  public  assistance,  and  that 
many  of  the  employed  Spanish  speaking  have  blue-collar  jobs,  the  two 
studies  differ  greatly  in  the  proportions  of  families  and  individuals  to 
which  they  attribute  these  characteristics. 
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Differences  between  the  finding  of  the  ABCD  survey  and  the 
Census  cannot  "be  explained  on  the  "basis  of  differences  in  sample 
size,  as  the  two  surveys  appear  to  have  covered  approximately  the 
same  n-umber  of  individuals.    If  it  is  assumed  that  exactly  1$%  of 
the  Spanish  speaking  residents  of  Boston  were  included  in  the  Census 
Bureau's  1$%  sample,  the  Census  sample  consisted  of  2,698  individuals, 
as  compared  with  2,21+9  for  the  ABCD  sample.    Procedures  in  conducting 
the  two  stLCveys  did,  however,  differ  considerably  and  it  is  in  the 
differences  in  procedures  that  an  explanation  for  differences  in 
restilts  may  be  sought. 
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PROCEDURAL  Dlb'-b'-falKEfrCES  BETWEEN'  THE  TWO  SUHVJbjyS; 

The  major  procedural  differences  between  the  Census  and  the  ABCD 
study  concern  the  methods  "by  which  the  samples  were  drawn  and  the  ways 
in  which  responses  were  obtained  from  individual  households. 

The  Census  Bureau's  l5%  sample  of  the  Spanish  speaJsin^  in  Boston 
was  obtained  as  part  of  a  general  1^%  sampling  of  the  City's  entire 
population  which  was  used  to  gain  a  range  of  detailed  infomation  on 
the  overall  population  including  but  not  limited  to  the  Spanish  speak- 
ing.   While  it  is  unlikely  that  precisely  15%  of  Spanish  speaking 
households  in  Boston  responded  to  the  Census  sizrvey,  the  initial 
drawing  of  the  Census  sample  seems  to  have  been  a  relatively  straight- 
forwaixi,  random  process  in  which  Spanish  speaking  were  identified  as 
they  appeared  in  the  population  at  large. 

With  much  smaller  financial  reso\irces  and  being  concerned  with 
collecting  data  only  on  the  Spanish  speaking,  not  on  all  segments  of 
the  population,  ABCD  in  its  survey  chose  not  to  use  such  a  simple 
random  selection  process  from  the  population  at  large  but  rather  to 
use  as  a  starting  point  for  its  sampling  existing  information  on  where 
the  Spanish  speaking  lived. 

ABCD  used  as  its  major  source  of  unitial  information  on  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Spanish  speaking  in  Boston  a  map  which  had  been  prepared 
by  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Hiaman  Services  and  which  showed  blocks  of  the 
City  on  which  there  were  Spanish  speaking  residents.    Making  use  of 
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this  map,  the  ABCD  researchers  categorized  eveiy  Census  Tract  in 
the  City,  according  to  predetermined  criteria,  as  either  containing 
or  not  containing  a  significant  concentration  of  Spanish  spesQcing 
residents.    Each  tract  containing  a  significant  concentration  was 
divided  into  city  blocks  having  a  significant  concentration,  blocks 
adjacent  to  these,  and  all  remaining  blocks.    Most  of  the  effoirt 
of  locating  Spanish  speaking  residents  was  then  channeled  into  blocks 
of  the  first  type.    A  razidom  sample  of  blocks  in  this  category  was 
screened,  on  foot,  to  locate  the  Spanish  speaking  residents.  A 
smaller  sample  of  blocks  of  the  third  type,  were  similarly  screened. 
The  third  type  of  block  included,  of  course,  are  blocks  in  those 
tracts  not  having  a  significant  concentration  of  Spanish  speaking 
residents. 

Once  the  screening  process  had  shown  the  approximate  probability 
of  finding  a  Spanish  speaking  resident  on  each  type  of  block,  and, 
therefore,  provided  an  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  Spanish  speaking 
households  living  in  all  blocks  of  eax;h  typ^,  the  samples  from  the 
second  two  types  of  blocks  were  augmented  by  an  appixjpriate  number  of 


^Independent  test  screenings  of  additional  blocks  of  each  type  showed 
the  probability  estimates  to  be  extremely  reliable. 
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random  selections  of  addresses  from  a  composite  list  of  Spanish  speaJcing 
residents  of  Boston.    This  use  of  a  list  was  more  economical  than  in- 
tensive screening  of  blocks  on  which  the  prohaljility  of  finding  Spanish 
speaking  residents  was  vary  low.    The  sample  of  Spanish  speaking  to 
be  interviewed  was  the  set  of  all  Spanish  speaking  located  "by  the  screen- 
ing process.    The  ABCD  sampling  method  then  was  effectively  random  and 
unless  there  existed  laxge  concentrations  of  Spanish  speaking  in  areas 
where  all  so\irces  showed  none  to  exist,  it  was  also  highly  reliable. 

The  fact  that  the  ABCD  researchers  had  to  locate  specific  re- 
spondents in  o3?der  to  interview  them  may  have  led  to  the  ABCD  survey 
being  of  a  subpopxilation  of  relatively  stable,  relatively  large  house- 
holds, whereas  Census  questionnaires  presumably  reached  Spanish  speak- 
ing people  livir]g  in  all  types  of  situations.    The  instructions  to  the 
ABCD  screeners,  whose  task  was  to  locate  the  residences  of  Spanish 
speaking  persons  a^  a  basis  for  the  drawing  of  the  sample  of  those  to 
be  interviewed,  was  to  ask  residents  of  given  blocks  whether  they  knew 
of  any  Spanish  speaking  households  living  in  the  block.    There  is  no 
guarantee  that  this  question,  over  the  many  times  it  was  asked,  did 
not  lead  to  the  location  of  a  slightly  excessive  number  of  family  units, 
especially  those  with  large  numbers  of  young  children,  as  opposed  to, 
for  example,  less  visibly  resident  single  person  households  and  small 
groups  of  single  males.    Certainly  this  procedure  excluded  the  resi- 
dents of  group  quarters  such  as  large  rooming  houses.    The  Census  s\irvey 
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thus  was  less  STisceptible  to  the  problem  posed  by  some  types  of  people 
being  more  visible  than  others,  and  also  does  not  restrict  the  sample 
to  households  or  to  people's  interpretation  of  what  constitutes  a 
household. 

Althou^  the  Census,  then,  probably  selected  a  more  representative 
sample  of  the  overall  Spanish  speaicing  population  of  Boston  on  which 
to  attempt  to  obtain  information  than  did  ABCD,  the  method  by  which 
the  Census  Bureau  administered  its  questionnaire  may  have  biased  to 
some  degree  not  present  in  the  ABCD  su27vey  the  results  actually 
obtained.    Differences  in  the  methods  used  in  administering  the  two 
suirveys  pirobably  had  an  impact  both  upon  the  kinds  of  people  who  re- 
sponded to  each  and  upon  the  replies  given  by  those  who  did  respond. 

The  Census  questionnaire  was  a,dministered  by  a  branch  of  the  U.  S. 
Government  for  the  most  paxt  by  mail,  in  writing,  in  English.    It  may 
be  assumed  that,  in  this  situation,  responses  were  more  likely  to  be 
obtained  frpm  persons  whith  a  certain  level  of  education  and  the 
ability  to  communicate  in  English  than  from  others.    In-person  followup 
on  individuals  who  were  in  the  sample  and  failed  to  return  the  ques- 
tionnaire may  or  may  not  have  been  sufficient  to  overcome  this  initial 
cause  of  bias. 

Presumably,  the  kinds  of  skills  that  enable  a  person  to  fill  out 
a  questionnaire  as  required  by  the  Census  Bureau  would  also  make  that 
person  more  able  to  find  employment.    By  the  same  token,  a  household 
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whose  members  have  such  skills  would  be  less  likely  than  others  to  be 
receiving  welfare  pa;yments.    Those  households  with  stiuctures  that 
technically  rule  out  receipt  of  welfare  payments  would  be  relatively 
unlikely  to  report  that  fact  to  the  Government;  and,  therefore,  rela- 
tively likely  to  give  distorted  reports  of  household  structure.  Parents 
with  school  age  children  not  attending  school  might  decline  similarly 
to  report  such  nonattendance . 

The  ABCD  survey,  in  contrast  to  the  Census,  was  conducted  entirely 
in  person,  by  inteivi ewers  who  spoke  Spanish  fluently  and  who  made 
every  effort  to  establish  a  rapport  with  the  respondents.    This  tech- 
nique made  possible  the  gathering  of  data  from  respondents  who  would 
be  relatively  unlikely  to  respond  accurately  to  the  Census  question- 
naire if,  in  fact,  they  responded  at  all. 
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COMPARISON  OF  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  WO  SUHVi!,TS: 

Ethnic  Baxjkgcound 

Ethnic  ■backgroimd  of  the  individuals  siirveyed  differs  greatly 
between  the  two  surveys.    The  Census  Bureau  reports  that  kO»Q% 
of  the  Spanish  speaking  individuals  ahout  whom  it  obtained  in- 
formation were  of  Puerto  Rican  birth  or  parentage.    The  ABCD 
survey  found,  in  comparison,  that  72.6%  of  Boston's  Spanish 
speaking  were  of  Puerto  Rican  birth  or  parentage.  Education 
data,  which  will  soon  be  ready  for  publication  from  the  ABCD 
survey,  shows  that  Puerto  Ricajis  in  Boston  tend  to  have  signifi- 
cantly tess  formal  education  than  do  members  of  other  Spanish 
speaking  groups,  and  are  less  likely  to  be  literate  in  English. 
Not  only  bhis  difference  in  ethnic  background,  but  also  many 
other  differences  between  the  results  of  the  two  surveys,  may 
be  due  to  differences  in  education  and  literacy  between  the 
samples  obtained  by  the  two  surveys. 
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A^e  and  Sex 

Each  study  shows  the  Spanish  speaking  population  to  consist  of 
if9.5%  males  and  50*5%  females.    The  age  distributions,  however,  differ 
between  the  two  surveys.    The  Census  sample  seems  to  contain  a  higher 
proportion  of  older  individuals  than  does  the  ABCD  sample.    The  mean 
age  of  individuals  from  Census  data  is  23 *h  years,  while  that  of  in- 
dividuals sampled  by  ABCD  is  21.2  years.    Detailed  comparison  shows 
that  38.0%  of  the  Census  sample  are  less  than  15  years  of  age,  much 
less  than  the  ABCD  survey  result  of  and  that  there  are  two  age 

ranges  where  a  higher  proportion  of  individuals  are  concentrated  in 
the  Census  data,  as  compared  with  the  ABCD  data.    29.1+%  of  the  Census 
age  distribution,  and  only  2i4..2%  of  the  ABCD  age  distribution,  lie 
in  the  20  to  range.    For  the  65  years  and  older  age  range,  the 

Census  percentage  is  3.7%>  as  compared  to  2.0%  for  the  ABCD  survey. 
In  the  age  range  35  to  Gh  years,  there  is  relatively  little  difference 
between  the  two  distributions. 

These  resiilts  may  in  part  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  ABCD 
screening  procedure,  as  described  above,  would  tend  to  locate  most 
readily  families  with  large  n-umbers  of  children  and  to  have  more  diffi- 
culty locating  single  young  adiilts  and  older  persons  living  alone.  It 
may  thus  be  possible  that  the  Census  age  distribution  is  the  more 
accurate.    It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  poor  families,  which 
often  contain  relatively  large  numbers  of  children,  would  (because  low 
income  tends  to  be  associated  with  fewer  years  of  education)  be  less 
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likely  than  more  affluent  families,  which  tend  to  he  of  somewhat 
smaller  size,  to  respond  to  the  Census  questionnaire.    To  some  de- 
gree, then  children  would  tend  to  he  underrepresented  in  the  Census 
results. 


Household  Structure 

The  Census  survey  and  the  ABCD  survey  also  differ  in  their  find- 
ings on  household  structure.    The  Census  found  a  lower  proportion 
of  husband-wife  households,  and  a  much  higher  proportion  of  male- 
headed  households  in  which  no  wife  wsis  present.    The  Census  found 
$S.6%  of  households  to  have  hushand-wife  headship,  and  1^,0%  to  have 
male-only  headship,  while  the  results  of  the  ABCD  survey  are  65.0% 
husband-wife  headship  and  7*7%  male-only  headship.    This  difference 
in  results  may  be  due  to  the  difference  in  the  way  in  which  respondents 
were  contacted  in  the  two  surveys.    Families,  headed  by  a  man  and  wife, 
or  by  a  woman,  would  tend  to  be  more  obviously  residents  of  a  partic- 
ular block  than  would  be  single  men,  living  singly,  or  in  a  small 
g2?oup.    The  ABCD  survey,  in  using  the  sample  selection  technique  it 
did,  may  have  underrepresented  the  single  male  population. 
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Education 

Compaxison  of  data  on  education  shows,  first,  that  the  ABCD  survey 
indicates  that  a  much  higher  percentage  of  children  of  school  age  are 
not  enrolled  in  school  than  does  the  Census.    The  difference  is  greatest 
in  that  age  range  in  which  children  are  legally  required  to  he  enrolled. 
In  the  age  range  7  to  I3,  the  Census  survey  shows  93*59^       children  en- 
rolled, while  the  ABCD  survey  shows  78,8%.    In  the  II4.  to  1$  age  range, 
the  Census  shows  91.0%  enrolled,  and  the  ABCD  study  ^2.1|.%.    The  I6-  to 
17-year  range,  a  range  for  which  enrollment  is  not  required,  shows  a 
smaller  difference,  65.7%  em?olled  according  to  the  Census  and  52.1|% 
according  to  ABCB.    These  differences  are  of  the  sort  anticipated 
due  both  to  the  probahle  relative  lack  of  concern  with  formal  educa- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  individuals  contacted  by  ABCD,  as  compared 
with  those  contacted  by  the  Census  Bureau,  and  to  the  probable  re- 
luctance of  parents  to  report  in  writing  to  the  Government  that  their 
children  were  not  in  school. 

The  uniformly  lower  enrollment  rates  shown  by  the  ABCD  survey  may 
be  due  in  paxt  to  procedures  designed  specifically  by  the  ABCD  re- 
searchers to  obtain  accurate  data  on  this  topic.    At  the  beginning  of 
each  ABCD  interview,  the  respondent  was  asked  to  list  his  children, 
and  their  ages,  and  their  grade.    Much  later  on  in  the  interview,  the 
respondent  was  asked  to  list  the  names  and  ages  of  children  of  his 
that  he  had  sent  to  the  Boston  schools  during  the  preceding  school 
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yeaj*  (the  interviews  were  conducted  in  the  summer,  after  the  end  of 
the  1969-1970  school  year) .    Thia  second  listing  was   preceded  by 
questions  concerning  the  adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the  Boston  schools,  and 
the  respondents  having  been  given  the  opportunity  to  give  a  frank  ap- 
praisal of  the  school  system,  may  have  become  convinced  that  the  in- 
terviewer was  not,  after  all,  an  agent  of  the  school  department  and 
so  may  have  been  more  inclined  to  list  only  those  children  that  had 
actually  been  enrolled.    As  a  final  check,  the  ABCD  resiolts  count  as 
enrolled  only  those  children  listed  as  enrolled  in  school  by  the  re- 
spondent who  also  appear  as  the  respondent's  children  in  the  list  of 
household  members,     (in  computing  total  number  of  children,  the  divisor 
in  the  computation  of  enrollment  percentages,  only  children  of  the  re- 
spondent were  counted.    Of  all  respondents  of  the  ABCD  survey,  all  but 
2.2%  were  either  heads  of  household  or  wives  of  male  heads  of  house- 
hold.) 

In  amount  of  formal  education  attained  by  adults,  there  is  a  clear 
difference  between  those  individuals  surveyed  by  ABCD  and  those  sur- 
veyed by  the  Census  Bureau.    The  ABCD  study  shows  that  6l.6%  of  all 
respondents  had  8  years  or  less  of  formal  education,  while  the  Census 
reports  that  h3'9%  of  all  adults  had  not  received  schooling  beyond 
this  level.    The  figures  for  those  having  completed  exactly  12  years 
of  formal  education  are  10.2%  for  the  ABCD  study,  and  20. 5%  for  the 
Census.    The  ABCD  data  include  individuals  less  that  25  years  of  age. 
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but  the  years  of  schooling  compared  here  are  usually  completed  by 
the  20th  year.    It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the 
individuals  surveyed  by  the  Census  Bureau  tended  to  have  completed 
more  formal  schooling  than  did  those  surveyed  by  ABCD. 


Employment 

Concerning  participation  in  the  labor  force  and  rate  of  unemploy- 
ment, the  two  surveys  produced  rather  similar  results.    The  Census 
reported  that  l^.Q%  of  individuals  aged  16  to  6J4.  were  not  in  the 
labor  force,  as  compared  with  i|i|..6%  for  the  ABCD  survey.    The  unem- 
ployment rates,  8.9%  for  the  Census  and  6.3%  for  the  ABCD  survey,  are 
in  reasonable  agreement.    In  all,  the  Census  shows  5l«7%  of  the  adult 
population  as  not  working,  for  whatever  reason,  and  the  ABCD  survey 
shows  50.9%  in  this  position. 

The  occupations  reported  by  employed  individuals,  however,  differ 
greatly  between  the  two  sxirveys,  with  the  Census,  in  general,  showing 
a  more  highly  skilled  work  force.    The  Census  repoirts  that  14.0.1%  of 
jobs  held  by  the  Spanish  speaking  were  of  the  white-collar  variety, 
while  the  ABCD  survey  puts  the  figure  at  32.1%.    In  addition,  there  are 
large  differences  in  the  specific  types  of  jobs  held  within  this  category, 
Ih'W^o  of  those  surveyed  by  the  Census  had  professional  or  technical 
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positions,  as  compaxed  with  9.k%  of  those  surveyed  by  ABCD.  Almost 
one  employed  person  in  five  reported  "by  the  Census  (l9.5%)  had  a 
clerical  position,  while  not  one  such  jo"b  was  reported  "by  the  re- 
spondents to  the  ABCD  survey.  On  the  other  hand,  only  3«6%  were 
reported  by  the  Census  to  be  managers  or  proprietors,  while  17.3% 
are  so  reported  in  the  ASGD  suirvey.  (This  category  includes  man- 
agers of  small  shops.) 

Within  the  blue -collar  categoiy,  the  Census  reports  more  rela- 
tively skilled  jobs  and  fewer  relatively  unskilled  Jobs.    9»9%  of 
the  employed  reported  by  the  Census  were  craftsmen  or  foremen, 
while  only  1.1%  of  those  reported  by  ABCD  had  such  positions. 
Among  positions  generally  inquiring  less  skill,  0.9%    reported  by 
the  Census,  as  compared  to  U«l%  reported  by  ABCD,  were  private 
household  workers;  and  i4..8%  reported  by  the  Census,  as  compared 
with  11.1%  repoirted  by  ABCD,  were  unskilled  laborers.  These 
differences,  like  many  of  those  previously  discussed,  may  be 
due  to  the  Census  containing  an  overrepresentation  of  more  highly 
educated  individuals. 
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Sources  of  Income 

Families  receiving  public  assistance  were  reported  by  the  Census 
to  comprise  30.8%  of  all  Spanish  speaking  families.    The  ABCD  survey 
shows  a  larger  percentage,  1+2,2%,  receiving  public  assistance.  This 
difference  may  also  be  due  to  bias  inherent  in  the  Census  siorvey  due 
to  its  being  conducted  in  English,  in  writing,  by  mail. 


Housing 

The  only  item  on  housing  that  is  available  for  comparison  is  type 
of  tenancy  of  households.  Both  surveys  show  only  a  small  percentage 
of  Spanish  speaking  households  owning  their  own  dwelling,  the  figure 
being  3.0%  for  the  Census  and  5*1%  for  the  ABCD  survey. 
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